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Reporting Proposed 


By JOHN W. SOHA 


Associate Professor of Business Administration, University of Oregon 


The Oregon State Department of Finance and Admin- 
istration has developed a plan which would unify the re- 
porting, by employers, of state of Oregon payroll taxes. 
This plan will be recommended to the next Legislature. 
The proposed legislation will provide for the creation 
of a Joint Service Agency under the direction of an Ad- 
visory Board and will further provide for necessary 
amendments to existing laws pertaining to employer and 
employee payroll taxes. The Department of Finance and 
Administration believes that uni- 
fication will streamline present re- 
porting, collection, and bookkeep- 
ing practices and will thereby re- 
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Continuation of High Level of 
Business Expected 


By WESLEY C. BALLAINE 


Director, Bureau of Business Research, University of Oregon 


The most notable feature of business activity in Oregon 
during 1952 was its similarity to that of 1951—except 
for normal seasonal variations, the maintenance of a con- 
stantly high level. 

There is no satisfactory method of measuring general 
business activity, but there are a number of statistical 
series that yield approximations. One of these is bank 
debits—the dollar total of checks which banks charge 


‘against their despositors’ accounts. Since checks arise out 


of business transactions, it would 
appear that bank debits provide 
an excellent indicator of business 
activity. Unfortunately, checks 


sult in a net social saving. 

The plan includes the centraliza- 
tion of accounting for all payroll- 
tax returns and related remit- 
tances. This centralized function 
would be assigned to the Joint 
Service Agency. The duties of this 
agency would include the follow- 
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are also written for purposes 
which involve no true current 
business transactions, e.g., a trans- 
fer of a bank balance by a de- 
positor from Bank A to Bank B, 
the purchase of securities which 
are already outstanding, or the 
purchase of timber lands. A per- 


ing: (1) Receiving and processing 
of employers’ reports and returns 
for state income taxes withheld, in- 


Current Business Trends in Oregon. 
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centage comparison of the changes 
of monthly totals of 1952 bank 
debits for Oregon with the same 





dustrial-accident employer and 

employee contributions, and un- 
employment-compensation contributions. (2) Receiving 
and processing of remittances made in connection with 
these reports. (3) Performing similar services for other 
agencies of the state of Oregon when the facilities of the 
Joint Service Agency will economically permit. 

The Joint Service Agency would be under the direct 
administration of a supervisor appointed by an Advisory 
Board to the Joint Service Agency. The Advisory Board 
would be comprised of (1) the director of the Depart- 
ment of Finance and Administration, (2) the three com- 
missioners of the State Tax Commission, and (3) the three 
commissioners of the Industrial Accident and Unemploy- 
ment Compensation commissions. 

Under existing procedures, employers in the state of 
Oregon who are subject to state payroll taxes must file 
a separate report with each of the administrative agencies 
concerned. It is estimated by the Department of Finance 
and Administration that there are about 40,000 employers 
making monthly reports and remittances to the Industrial 
Accident Commission. About the same number of em- 
ployers must file quarterly reports and remittances with 
the State Tax Commission for state income taxes with- 


(Continued on page 3) 


months in 1951 is shown in Table 

1. In interpreting these figures, the 
reader must keep in mind the type of “error” mentioned 
above and also the fact that the figures represent dollar 
amounts, so that they are affected by changing price lev- 
els. This latter factor probably accounts for the consistent 
plus signs. 


TABLE 1. RELATIVE CHANGES IN OREGON BANK DEBITS 
IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF 1951 AND 1952 


Percentage Change Between 
1951 and 1952 
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Another indicator of business activity is employment. 
The figures compiled by the Oregon State Unemploy- 
ment Compensation Commission for this series cover 
nonagricultural employment only. However, this is not 
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Continuation of High Level of 
Business Expected 


(Continued from page 1) 


too serious a weakness, because much of agricultural 
labor is either relatively permanently associated with the 
farm (the farmer, his family, milkers, etc.) or is made 
up of out-of-state itinerants. Oregon employment in 1952 
followed closely the 1951 pattern except for May, when 
a decline resulted from the lumber strike. A month-by- 
month comparison with 1951 suggests a greater stability 
than was the case because it does not show seasonal 
swings. Of the ten months for which figures are avail- 
able, the hizh for nonagricultural employment was 479,- 
700 in August and the low was 420,200 in January. Table 
2 shows the comparison of 1952 and 1951 employment for 
Oregon and also for the United States. 


TABLE 2. RELATIVE CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT IN 
OREGON AND THE UNITED STATE IN CORRESPONDING 
MONTHS OF 1951 AND 1952 


Percentage Change 
Between 1951 and 1952 


Oregon United States 
January _.—1.7% +0.9% 
February —1,1 +1.3 
March —0.9 —0.2 
April —0.4 +0.6 
May —3.8 +0.7 
June +0.2 +1.1 
July +0.6 0.0 
August .....--4-0.6 +0.9 
September 0.5 +1.3 
October _.—L1 


Turning now to the outlook for the future—the safest 
forecast usually is that the near future will continue in the 
trend of the recent past, unless there are some very good 
reasons to believe that a turning point is at hand. AIl- 
though there are signs that a turning point may be in 
the offing, it can hardly be considered imminent. There- 
fore, in the light of a considerable degree of stability in 
business activity at a high level in 1952, it appears reason- 
able to presume a continuation well into the first half 
of 1953. Limitations discussed below make a mild reduc- 
tion in business activity for the year as a whole more 
likely than an increase. 

The principal problems facing Oregon’s economy are 
of a national or international character. The real deter- 
minants of the level of Oregon’s level of business activity 
lie beyond the borders of the state. Certainly the most im- 
portant are the rate of Federal government spending and 
whether or not this spending will be covered by taxes. 
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Oregon’s economy, along with that of the entire nation, 
has become adjusted to continued large-scale govern- 
mental expenditures not fully covered by taxes. Presum- 
ably this situation will not last forever, and a prompt 
reversal is clearly desirable from the long-run point of 
view. Nevertheless, the shock of reorientation will be 
greater, the longer our economy is shored up by present 
governmental fiscal policies. When government defense 
expenditures decline (or even cease to increase), there 
will almost certainly be a downward movement of Oregon 
business activity. If the peak of defense spending should 
pass in 1953, some decline in business may well ensue. 

The relative importance of government spending to 
our gross national product is shown in Table 3. 


TABLE 3. PERCENTAGE OF PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT 
COMPONENTS OF GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, THIRD 
QUARTERS, 1950-1952 


1950 1951 1952 
Private expenditure ptineisiiiahianalila 86.2% 79.7% 77.3% 
Government expenditure 13.8 20.3 22.7 

100.0 100.0 100.0 


Table 3 does not show dollar totals, but these increased 
markedly (the annual rate of gross national product 
for the respective third quarters are: 1950, $221 billion; 
1951, $331 billion; and 1952, $344 billion). Although 
the reaction to a curtailment of governmental expendi- 
tures cannot be clearly forecast, it certainly will not im- 
mediately lead to further business expansion. 

A problem closer to home is the power shortage. It 
appears that this will be more or less chronic for several 
years to come; it is at present somewhat more acute than 
usual because of a lower than normal flow of water in 
the Columbia. It is certain that restrictions on the use 
of power will considerably curtail the aluminum indus- 
tries; in the year ending June 30, 1951, 43 per cent of 
Bonneville Power was taken by that industry.! This par- 
ticular curtailment will not be especially serjous for 
Oregon, because the proportion of the Pacific North- 
west aluminum industry in Oregon is not large and the 
aluminum industry is not a heavy employer of labor. 
However, curtailment of electricity will temporarily affect 


TABLE 4. RELATIVE CHANGES IN OREGON LOG- 
GING AND SAWMILL EMPLOYMENT BY MONTHS, 
1952 AND 1951 


Percentage Changes Between 
1951 and 1952 
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many other industries using relatively more labor in their 
operations. Moreover, a long-continuing power shortage 
will hamper the state’s normal industrial growth. 
Lumbering and logging activities are by far the most 
important industrial activities in Oregon. The production 





! Samuel Moment, “Pacific Northwest Federal Power Program 
and the Public Welfare,” Pacific Northwest Industry, Oct. 1952, p. 5. 
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figures released by the West Coast Lumbermen’s As- 
sociation show 1952 to be very little below the record 
year of 1951. These figures, however, cover the output of 
Douglas-fir lumber mills in Washington and northwestern 
California as well as in Oregon. The closest current index 
to the activity of the industry in Oregon is logging and 
sawmill employment. In a month-to-month comparison 
between 1952 and 1951, the 1952 figures were lower until 
summer. See Table 4, page 2. 

One of the most important uses for lumber is for house 
construction. The number of nonfarm dwelling units 
started in the United States during the first ten months 
of 1952 was almost identical with the number started in 
1952. The 1952 cumulative total ran a little behind 1951 
earlier in the year; this was reversed perhaps by the sus- 
pension of Regulation X by the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System. The regulation had, until 
September 16, 1952, imposed certain credit restrictions 
upon institutional makers of real-estate loans. There does 
not appear to be anything in view in 1953 which will 
cause dwelling-unit starts to rise substantially above their 
present level, a level which is extremely high by compar- 
ison with previous years. 

The general impression among informed observers ap- 
pears to be that, without the approval of higher interest 
rates for insured FHA and VA loans; the liklihood of a 
decrease in new residential construction in California is 
great for 1953. Since California is a very important market 
for Oregon lumber, this possibility is highly significant. 

A development which may well have important price 
repercussions in the local industry is the weakness of the 
price of lumber in the foreign market. An aspect of this 
is the shift of large British purchases to European pro- 
ducers quoting lower prices than those available from 
British Columbia mills. This may result in British Colum- 
bia lumber being sold in considerable volume on the 
Atlantic seaboard; in recent years British Columbia has 
been virtually out of the American market; it at least has 
not been an important factor in price determination. 

Most of the adverse factors facing the lumber industry 
will probably be more significant in lowering the mill 
price than in connection with the quantity produced by 
Oregon mills. A reduction in output may, however, be 
brought about by the closure of small mills. It is worth 
noting that lumber is only one of a number of raw ma- 
terials currently facing soft market situations, and this is 
one factor that make many observers feel that the postwar 
boom may have just about spent itself. 

The outlook for construction is for continued high ac- 
tivity. The dollar total of building permits issued in vir- 
tually all Oregon communities, as collected by the 
University of Oregon Bureau of Business Research, was 
almost 4 per cent higher in the first nine months of 1952 
than in the corresponding period of 1951. Recent activity 
appears to be quite strong in commercial properties. 
Residential vacancies in Portland are low, foreclosures 
are few, and “realtors and builders insist . . . that more 
houses would be built and sold if only there were an un- 
limited outlet for the sale of veterans loans at the original 
casy down payment.” 





* Ben H. Hazen, “Housing Outlook for Pacific Coast States Sur- 
veyed,” Oregon Business Review, Sept. 1952, p. 5. 
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Large public-works construction programs appear cer- 
tain to continue well into 1953 at somewhat the same 
rate as attained during the latter half of 1952. 

After a mild decline during the first half of 1952, Port- 
land department-store sales (the only current retail series 
collected in Oregon) are running slightly ahead of a year 
ago and somewhat farther ahead of a 1947-1949 average. 
There appears no very good reason to assume that this 
moderate improvement will be reversed in the near future. 

Manufacturing other than logging and sawmills em- 
ploys about as many workers as does the lumber industry. 
A comparison with 1951 figures shows that employment 
in durable and nondurable manufacturing, other than 
lumber, has altered little in 1952; except as affected by 
the power shortage, their activity will probably continue 
at the present level well into 1953. 

There are no data yet available to forecast Orégon’s 
azricultural production in 1953. However, farm prices 
generally are continuing fairly stable at a high level and 
farm expenses are rising somewhat—so that the tentative 
outlook is for a slightly lower net income from farm ac- 
tivities. Fruit and vegetable canning, an activity related to 
agriculture, may show some small decline in 1953, since 
the last raise in freight rates has drastically restricted 
the size of the market in which Oregon cannery products 
can be sold. 





Consolidation of Payroll-Tax 
Reporting Proposed 


(Continued from page 1) 


held. Approximately 18,000 employers are also presently 
filing quarterly reports with the Unemployment Compen- 
sation Commission. The estimated total number of reports 
and remittances currently processed aggregates 712,000 
as follows: 


Type of Tax No. oj No. of Reports Total Reports 
or Contribution Employers Per Year Per Year 
Accident _.....................40,000 12 480,000 
aaa ae 40,000 4 160,000 
Unemployment 18,000 4 72,000 
712,000 


Under present procedures the receipt and processing 
of payroll-tax returns, together with related bookkeeping, 
is handled separately by each of the three agencies con- 
cerned. 

The proposed legislation is intended to substitute a 
combined report which each employer will submit quar- 
terly to one agency (Joint Service Agency). This com- 
bined report will include all of the essential information 
which is now incorporated in the three existing returns. 
The unified report will show the basis for calculating each 
type of tax or contribution and will also show the total 
tax due. 

It should be noted that some existing provisions, such 
as interest and penalties for past-due returns, will appar- 
ently continue to have their separate application to each 
of the three types of payroll taxes. 

Under current procedures, employer John Doe may be 
processing twenty returns and twenty remittances each 
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year, involving three separate agencies. Under the pro- 
posed plan, John Doe will process a required maximum 
of four returns and four remittances each year, involving 
only one agency. This would mean that 40,000 employers 
in Oregon would prepare annually 160,000 returns in- 
stead of the current volume of 712,000. 

The utilization of a combined report form, together 
with central receiving and processing, is expected to re- 
sult in numerous advantages, including the following: (1) 
Substantial savings in state clerical costs, by reason of an 
estimated reduction of 552,000 reports and remittances 
requiring processing. (2) A great reduction in the volume 
of clerical work required of employers in completing pay- 
roll-tax reports. (3) A substantial reduction in filing 
costs and space required in housing such reports by the 
state of Oregon. (4) An easy and effective method of de- 
termining if employers are complying with requirements 
pertaining to the various payroll exactions. (5) A more 
effective and simplified auditing procedure. (6) Consoli- 
dation of equipment required to process reports and re- 
mittances. (7) A single account number for each employ- 
er instead of the now-existing three account numbers. 

If passed, the bill would also permit the Joint Service 
Agency to perform processing, collection, bookkeeping, 
and other services for any other state of Oregon agency 
desiring such services. The costs of carrying out the pro- 
visions of the proposed bill would be charged to each 
state agency receiving services. These charges would be 
in proportion to the cost of the service furnished to each 
state agency. In order to accomplish the payment of ex- 
penses, a Joint Service Agency revolving account would 
be established in the general fund. 

In order to implement the procedures called for in the 
proposed plan, it will be necessary to amend some of the 
existing laws pertaining to employer and employee taxes. 
These amendments are a part of the proposed bill. For 
example, it is necessary to change the reporting and re- 
mitting of industrial-accident contributions from a month- 
ly to a quarterly basis, in the interest of unification. 

In this limited review, no effort has been made to assess 
the merits of the proposed plan. In general, from the 
standpoint of the employer, it does appear to offer some 
possibilities of reducing the volume of paper work. How- 
ever, before a judgment could be made regarding the 
monetary savings and increased efliciency that might 
accrue to the state by the adoption of this proposal, a 
number of questions must be answered. Among these 
are: 


(1) Willi there be a real reduction in clerical cost of the 
state government? It is impossible to answer this ques- 
tion without some knowledge of present procedures in the 
three existing agencies, as well as of future administrative 
policies. 


(2) What economies, if any, will result in the field aud- 
its of employers’ books? It appears that there are possibil- 
ities of saving at this point, but it is not clear whether the 
proposed bill will or can accomplish this. 


(3) Might not still more economies result from having 
all accounting for the three agencies assigned to the new 
agency as a central accounting office? 


(4) Will there be a tendency for the three existing ad- 


ministrative agencies to maintain memorandum accounts 
or records duplicating those of the Joint Service Agency ? 
Such a development is obviously contrary to the intent 
of the proposed bill, which states in Sec. 14 that one of 
its objectives is to “eliminate the keeping of duplicate 
records by the state agency wherever possible.” This sec- 
tion further states that “the director of the Department 
of Finance and Administration shall determine which 
records that duplicate records held by the Joint Service 
Agency shall be kept by the state agency.” 


It should be pointed out that the proposed plan ap- 
pears to offer some possibilities of simplifying the auditing 
of the state’s records relative to payroll-tax returns and 
collections. 
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Additional Lime Manufacture 
Needed in Northwest 


Lime is a basic ingredient in so many industrial pro- 
cesses that its consumption statistics can be used as a meas- 
ure of industrial development. The Pacific Northwest has, 
since 1939, increased 40 per cent in population and has 
trebled its manufacturing activity. Lime consumption for 
the same period has increased nearly 60 per cent. For 
the Portland area alone, lime requirements have trebled— 
chiefly due to calcium carbide production. 

Lime manufacture in the area has not kept pace with the 
demand. In the three Pacific Northwest states there are 
only two lime producers and their combined output is 
little more than half the area’s requirements. The rest is 
imported from other sections of the United States and from 
Canada. At the present time over 20,000 tons per year are 
shipped to Portland from the Midwest for calcium carbide 
manufacture. 

On a price basis, Northwest consumers pay 40 per cent 
more than the national average. Portland consumers pay a 
delivered price of $22.00 a short ton—more than twice the 
national average. 

The Pacific Northwest consumption of lime in 1952 is 
estimated to be 82,500 tons, distributed as follows: 32,000 
tons, pulp and paper; 25,000 tons, calcium carbide; 14,000 
tons, building materials; 1,500 tons, adhesives; 7,000 tons, 
steel; and 500 tons, agriculture. 

Planned and possible developments, such as expansion 
in the pulp and paper industry, additional steel scrap melt- 
ing plants, new wood chemicals production, bauxite pro- 
cessing facilities, and sewage treatment plants will all be 
large consumers of lime. Carbide expansion alone will 
boost the total annual requirements to nearly 100,000 
tons by 1953. The inescapable conclusion is that the Pa- 
cific Northwest is in need of additional lime capacity. Cer- 
tainly, the Lower Columbia River Basin would welcome 
the installation of a lime plant capable of producing chem- 
ical-grade lime. 

Since lime is a basic industrial chemical, its consump- 
tion statistics are an expression of industrial development. 
It is apparent that the industrial development of the area 
is in a formative stage, with ample room for growth. At 
even the present rate of consumption, the Pacific North- 
west does not produce sufficient lime for its own market. Of 
the three Pacific Northwest states, Washington, the only 
one with any lime manufacture, produces an estimated 
55,000 tons per year, while the present area requirements 
are over 80,000 tons per year. A balance of 25,000 tons a 
year must be imported from other sections of the United 
States and from British Columbia to satisfy current re- 
quirements. 

It is reported that both the United States Lime Company, 
with plants in California and Nevada, and the Diamond 
Springs Lime Company, with a plant in California, are 
now selling or have sold lime products in the Portland area. 
Utah Lime and Stone Company, operating plants in Utah, 
sells lime products in Idaho and eastern Oregon. Certain 
types of lime products with rigid specifications are shipped 
to the Pacific Northwest from the Middle West and East.— 
Report of Raw Materials Survey. 
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PORTLAND FOOD PRICES 


Portland food prices, compiled by the Bureau of Business Re- 
search from Bureau of Labor Statistics data, continue a slight 
downward trend, on the evidence of 57 food items for which com- 
parisons can be made between November 15 and December 10, 
1952; 28 prices were lower, 21 higher, and 8 the same. Meats, 
poultry, and fish showed the largest declines, while dairy products, 
eggs, and frozen foods registered smaller declines. Canned foods 
were up slightly. 







































































In Cents ~ 
“A verage C henge Dec. Range 
Commodity and Unit Dec. 10 from Last -—of Prices~ 
1952 Month High Low 
Cereats & Bakery Propucts: 
Cereals: 
Flour, wheat (5 lbs.) slidsttnilenietiabin 53.6 — 3 59 51 
Corn flakes (12 oz.) .... 21.7 Jl 24 21 
SN CID .ccicichictiitenicathenestnpinienniinanteaninidtalbcedian 12.4 — 2 14 1] 
Rice (lb.) 22.7 5 27 20 
Rolled oats (20 oz. * ecmmaleias 19.3 — J 21 19 
Bakery products: 
Bread, white per loaf (Ilb.) as ; 17 15 
Vanilla cookies (7 oz.) .....-. 23.8 8 26 22 
fF IE en ae a 4.1 — 2 51 37 
Meats, Pouttry & Fisn: 
Meats: 
Beef: 
0 US ea 94.9 —12.2 115 85 
eee an eee 80.6 —7.1 85 79 
Ea ROS ee ree 70.0 —5.3 73 69 
Frankfurters (Ib.) eae ees en 58.2 — 6 70 49 
LS ee eee eee 53.8 —6.1 79 39 
Veal: 
LS EE eee es . 104.4 —6.8 140 86 
Pork: 
I I init tinnssrcinininringiaenitstidhiguliadilinenaaibaiatia 68.2 —4.9 79 61 
Bacon, sliced (Ib.) — pieanitetiianitioh 64.9 — 6 75 57 
I OU i 64.0 2 69 57 
8 ES ee eee 39.8 2.5 53 29 
Lamb: 
Leg (Ib.) Vité™#£{UJjt—u if  ——_ 89 63 
Poultry: 
IE OE— EE 55.9 —1.9 64 39 
Fish: 
Salmon, pink (16 oz.) 50.8 — A 59 44 
Salmon, fresh (lb.) s 
Halibut, fresh (lb.) an * 
Datry Propucts: 
Butter (lb.). POEL ees ee 81.3 —1.9 88 76 
Cheese, Amer. proc. (lb. w secetiesaaniaada 593.6 —1.3 67 56 
Milk: 
Fresh, delivered (qt.) — NT ee ee RE . 22 22 
Fresh, grocery (qt.) —. sesieieapntiinaiaias 22.0 _ 22 22 
Evaporated (144% oz. can). ikem sennltindlin ip 16 14 
Ice cream (pt.) = ‘tiinlatianatialbltackiaits 28.3 pare 33 25 
Eoess, Fresh (des.) —.-........... ipeatabenntbtods 72.4 —3.4 77 69 
Fruits AND VEGETABLES: 
Fresh: 
Apples (lb.) —-. DR TN 13.3 — 3 18 8 
Bananas (Ib.) -. ee ae See seca 19.5 — 2 23 14 
Oranges (size 200, doz.) .........................-------- 55.3 —3.0 78 41 
Ne ene * 
NG BE crritinnscarepenmnee-cornstninnatiiaianinatsnre 5.7 — 2 10 5 
NN I a icincinineieaalilacreiteenallinsiiinisilin 10.4 1.0 13 9 
EE siltaiiiedes 17.0 —1.2 23 ll 
Onions, yellow (lb.) 10.1 7 12 8 
Potatoes, white (15 lb.) 100.9 9 128 88 
Sweet potatoes (Ib.) ilieenaiiadielia 16.5 6 19 12 
Tomatoes (lb.) 27.8 2.3 44 20 
Frozen: 
Peas (13 es.) —___________ sav 25.1 — 8 30 20 
Strawberries, sl. “(12 a oz. s.).. pan 2 ae OF 35.3 — 8 47 33 
Orange juice, conc. (6 es.) medi 19.1 — 2 23 17 
Canned: 
Peaches (no. 2% can) 31.1 ca 36 28 
Pineapple (no. 2% can) —..._____.. sini 35.9 4 39 34 
Corn, cream style (no. 303 can) >. 19.2 Jl 22 18 
Tomatoes (no. 24% can) ‘ite 23.6 ee 27 22 
Peas (no. 303 can) 20.2 Jl 27 17 
Baby foods (444-4 % oz.) 9.1 J 10 9 
Dried: 
Prunes (Ib.) Se eS 26.8 2 30 22 
Navy beans (lb.) 18.3 6 21 17 
BEVERAGES: 
Coffee (lb.) ee ee ee 87.1 meas 93 80 
EE Ee ae Oe 28.9 1 36 27 
Fats aNnp Os: 
Lard (lb.)— situiaiitibeiiiniaaeniiiatieleaias 19.0 2 29 15 
Shortening, hydres. (b. ‘ ene 32.5 3 37 30 
Salad dressing (pt.) ae ee 34.5 — .l 37 33 
Margarine, colored (Ib. we 32.9 — 6 35 32 
SuGAR AND SWEETS: 
Sugar (5 lb.)~ bal Creer ae a Ree 56.9 Jl 64 55 
Grape jelly (12 © oz. , fer) — FOR ee + ee 26.6 8 41 22 


*Insufficient number of quotations to obtain a reliable average price. 





CURRENT BUSINESS TRENDS IN OREGON 


Lumber. Despite the high production of lumber in the Pacific 
Northwest during 1952, the amount turned out by the sawmills of 
this region will not exceed the all-time high of 1951. The November 
comparative figures for the industry are as follows (thousands of 
feet, board measure) : 

Nov. Oct. Nov. 
1952 1952 1951 
202,210 208,120 209,237 
192,016 199,815 207,549 
192,708 199,815 207,935 
755,209 757,978 890,845 
1,030,426 992,416 890,845 


Average weekly production 
Average weekly orders __. 
Average weekly shipments _.. 
Unfilled orders, end of month 
Lumber inventory, end of month 


The rise in the lumber inventory, a figure which includes both fin- 
ished lumber and that in process, is perhaps the most interesting 
figure in the table. 


Business Failures. During November 1952 there was but one 
business failure in Oregon, the liabilities of which amounted to 
$3,000. The previous month the figures were six and $90,000 respec- 
tively, and in November 1951, eight and $182,000. 


Unemployment. The local offices of the Oregon State Unem- 
ployment Commission estimate that on December 1, 1952, a total of 
30,524 persons were actively seeking work. A year before the num- 
ber was 25,434. Although the number of unemployed is small com- 
pared to the total number of persons with jobs, yet the rate of in- 
crease has been rapid—the number of unemployed was 11,529 dur- 
ing the month of November. The area outside of Portland accounted 
for 7,504 of the 11,529 newly unemployed, but this increase over last 
year was 14 per cent against 32 per cent in the metropolitan area. 
The down-state unemployed were in seasonal industries, mostly lum- 
bering and wood processing, although some were associated with 
construction. Almost a fourth in Portland came from small manu- 
facturing lines. 


Farm Employment. The Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
collects a considerable amount of data about farm labor. Unfortun- 
ately, little of this is shown on a state basis, Oregon being lumped 
with Washington and California as the Pacific geographic division. 
One of the few series showing Oregon separately is that giving the 
length of the farm work day. The following are the most recent 
figures, with two preceding years for comparison. 


Dec. Dec. Dec. 
1950 195] 1952 


Hours worked by operator 9.2 9.0 8.9 
Hours worked by hired worker 8.7 8.6 8.5 
The number of workers is given only for the Pacific Coast states 
together. The number (in thousands) the last week of November 
1952, with comparisons, is shown below: 
Nov. 18-24, Oct. 19-25, Nov. 23-29 
1951 1952 1952 


workers - 177 245 185 
workers 275 295 266 


Total 425 540 451 


Hired 


Family 


Multnomah County Real-Estate Transactions. During No- 
vember 1952 there were 1,091 real-estate sales amounting to $8,283,- 
077 in Multnomah County. Of these 832 involved residences, the 
total sales price of which was $7,057,260; 234 were sales of vacant 
property, $328,267; and 25 were sales of business properties, $897,- 
550. Additional figures are: 


Nov. Oct. Nov. 
1952 1952 1951 


1,083 
$9,636,703 
1,049 
$6,790,851 
4 


Number of sales 1,091 1,539 
Value of sales .. $8,283,077 $12,451,718 
Number of mortgages 1,027 1,207 
Amount loaned ’ $7,146,877 $ 8,525,471 
Number of sheriff's deeds . initieisid 3 
Amount of sheriff's deeds $53,116 
Av. residential sales price $8,904 


$8,482 $9,602 


BANK DEBITS 


Bank debits represent the dollar value of the checks drawn against individual deposits. Payment for approximately 90 per cent of all goods, property, and services is by 
check. Bank debits are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business, though their value for this purpose may be impaired by substantial changes in the level of 
prices. The Bureau of Business Research collects bank debits from 122 banks and branches monthly. On occasion, the totals for the same month in different issues of the 
Review are not directly comparable because of necessary adjustments in basic data. 


Number 


of Banks 
Marketing Districts Reporting 


ETE 114 


Debits 
Vow. 1952 
$1,280,781 ,668 


Debits 
Oct. 1952 


$1 ,419,879,992 


Debits 
Nov. 1951 


$1,314,967 ,746 


Nov. 1952 Compared with 
Oct. 1952 Nov. 1951 


— 98 — 2.6 


Portland (Portland, Hillsboro, Oregon City, etc.) —.... 
Lower Willamette Valley (Salem, McMinnville, etc.) - 
Upper Willamette Valley (Albany, Corvallis, Eugene, etc.) 
North Oregon Coast (Astoria, Tillamook, etc.) 

Douglas, Coos, Curry counties 

Southern Oregon (Ashland, Medford, Grants Pass) 

Upper Columbia River (The Dalles, Hood River, etc.) 
Pendleton area aan sdiles 

Central Oregon (Bend, Prineville, Redmond) 

Klamath Falls, Lakeview area 

Baker, La Grande area 

Burns, Ontario, Nyssa__. 


34 
13 
17 


uw 


vn ow 


775,194,037 

113,539,016 

124,212,983 
20,775,7 
41,051,293 
56,997 ,788 
22,595,418 
28,520,976 
25,932,081 
35,326,544 
18,108,859 
18,526,877 


BUILDING PERMITS 


889,442,535 
106,550,686 
136,951,533 
23,206,912 
43,998,482 
62,593,813 
27,713,871 
28,512,047 
28,069,111 
36,646,807 
17,589,830 
18,604,365 


835,181,634 
93,074,240 
123,686,993 
20,807,141 
36,271,016 
54,071,572 
23,133,563 
27 ,613 ,036 
25,056,928 
34,997 ,465 
17,388,899 
23,685,259 


—12.8 
+ 6.6 
— 9.3 
—10.5 
— 6.7 
— 8.9 
—18.5 
+0.03 
— 7.6 
— 3.6 
+ 3.0 
— 0.4 


— 7.2 
+22.0 
+ 04 
— 0.2 
+13.2 
+ 5.4 
— 2.3 
+ 3.3 
+ 3.5 
+ 0.9 
+ 4.1 
—21.8 


Building permits give an indication of building operations planned rather than actual construction under way. Care must be taken, in interpreting these data, to allow 
tor the lag which may elapse between the issuance of the permit and the beginning of actual construction. The data have been collected by the Bureau of Business Research. 


Astoria 

Baker .. 

Bend 

Coos Bay 

Corvallis —. 
a 


Klamath Falls _. 
La Grande eT 
Ee 

EEE ae 


D jle¢ 
s 


SES, 

Roseburg 
Salem 
Springfield .... 
24 other communities 























Total 





6 


New 
Residential 
Nov, 1952 
& 6,000 

7,000 
44,500 
23,000 
79,950 
145,000 
50,385 
31,000 


56,550 
18,500 
17,000 
1,046,950 
34,000 
221,100 
99,850 
246,800 


New Non- 
residential 
Nov. 1952 


200 

3,800 

400 

2,750 
1,124,205 
13,800 
3,447,320 
3,450 
128,475 


$4,844,188 


Additions, 
Alterations 
& Repairs 
Now. 1952 
$ 22,88) 
550 
15,160 
7,150 
4,150 
23,755 
7,675 
20,700 
3,380 
13,825 
5,350 
16,400 
795,240 
24,795 
15,604 
10,377 
73,350 


$1,060,342 


T otals 


Vow. 1952 


29,281 
7,850 
73,210 
95,738 
85,800 
197,805 
67,260 
51,700 
3,580 
74,175 
24,250 
36,150 
2,966,395 
72,595 
3,684,024 
113,677 
448,625 


—_——--—- + - + 


$8,032,115 


Totals 

Oct, 1952 
$ 93,384 
47,330 
28,500 
114,905 
91,565 
258,749 
104,626 
207 ,240 
37,485 
244,995 
65,165 
13,625 
3,536,775 
182,602 
1,373,009 
109,830 

606,386 


$7,116,171 


Totals 
Nov. 1951 
$ 15,282 

24,800 
45,940 
64,065 
79,735 

172,673 

123,346 

13,350 
13,965 
35,165 
17,750 
42,200 
1,672,770 
50,630 
286,571 
74,450 
413,236 


$3,145,928 


Oregon Business Review 





